Cari Cole call

I am the creator of my career – I make my career happen. Create your career, don’t react!

1) The 5 STEPS/secrets That Stars I Know Have Put Into Place in Their Lives. I call them the 5 C’s– and they are: 
COMMIT – CREATE – CAPTURE – CARVE - CONNECT 
Commit: Commit to YOU and your Craft – this is an inner commitment. 3 daily habits: vocal, songwriting, reporting/tracking. Stars practice their craft every day. 
There is no diff between you and rockstars or artists who are further on the path than you -- except they’ve put in their 10,000 hours.

Habit #1 - Vocal Technique 30-45 min and Songwriting Practice 30-45 min a day 
Habit #2 – Accountability: have someone to report your weekly practice to that will hold you accountable. 
Habit #3 – Believe you can. Write down “I Am A Music Creator. I CREATE my Career.” Seeding your subconscious brain with the right information and then water it by saying it out loud every day.
Create: Create Your Songs – Product – Brand – Presence in the World 

Create an Awesome Product – you’ll go nowhere without it. 
1) Write and record your best songs – get feedback from others you trust. (Pick the best songs, don’t record everything)

2) Don’t cut corners on your recording (especially your mixing) 
3) Create a killer marketing strategy (1 year) 
Capture: Capture, Bring Value to and Retain Your Fans 

Capturing attention is about good marketing. Brand and online presence is everything. Use one picture everywhere – builds your brand. 
* 50,000 fans (that you can prove) will get you a major label deal if that is what you are looking for. Worked for Sugarbush (and many others). This is the new model. 
Carve: Carve Your Authentic Path & Strategy That Works for You and your Music. This is the only real shot you have at being great. Success likes strategy!

Connect: Connect with Industry, Follow-up & Build Lasting Relationships 

Do not wait for rescue – go out and get it. People like to be involved with artists that are interested in listening – growing – and it’s easy to help artists become successful when they are open. Always ask advice – don’t think you know everything – you don’t. Nobody does it alone, you’re going to need help, don’t push it away.
The 3 most common mistakes artists make: 
1) Second guessing your instincts. Make the music you want to hear. Knowing who you are is crucial. But don’t be inflexible with your team – you don’t want to sound like you just crawled out from under a rock, ok? You’ve got be current with the music scene and know what’s going on. 
2) The second mistake most artists make is – and this is a BIG one for most of you: Waiting for Rescue. (Old paradigm – sigh – but true!) 
3) The third mistake is Disempowerment - Blaming OTHERS when the common denominator in all of your dealings is YOU. 
The number one thing that can keep you stuck: 
NOT FOLLOWING UP which to me is the number one thing most artists do that keep them stuck for years. If you saw how full my email inbox is you would never take it personally if I don’t get back to you (but don’t be a pest either). 
What is your Blindspot? Check out the Blog Cari talked about here http://www.caricole.com/blog/?p=1315 
Want to know what is stopping your career? 
Here’s a solution for those brave individuals who are ready for change. 
1. Ask 3 of your friends or family members (choose honest and kind people who will tell you the truth in a responsible compassionate but truthful manner) – ask them what is your biggest obstacle or flaw that keeps you from being successful with your music. Tell them it is NOT a trick question and that you are going to use the advice to make the changes you need to get on your rightful course. 
2. Then – listen. Do not judge yourself – just listen. Use the “gut” test. If it hits you in your gut (for better or worse) then it’s right. If it doesn’t then it’s not. 
3. Use the advice that hit you in your gut, for positive momentum to tweak, fix and get clarity about your next steps. 
4. Get support to help you implement whatever changes you need to make. 
Do NOT use this information to judge, harass, beat up or on yourself. If you do this, you are not ready. 
Final Point: Marketing is Energy. Period. 
It’s not selling. It’s giving your value – learning how to give what you offer – your heart and soul to the people.
Cari recommends getting a Virtual Assistant to manage simple admin-type tasks so you can focus on your music.

